
Encouraging Tennessee Data

Between 2016 and 2019 there has been a 
30%  reduction in opioid pain RXs, and a 
21% reduction in benzodiazepine RXs.

TN.gov Drug Overdose Dashboard

Call To Action

December 2020 CDC health alert

Provisional data from the CDC indicate ap-
proximately 81,230 fatal overdoses occurred 
in the US between June 2019 & May 2020. 
This is the largest number of fatal overdoses 
in a 12-month period ever recorded.

To reduce the risk of fatal ODs, the US Surgeon General recommends naloxone for the following:
• Patients prescribed opioids who:

 – Receive 50 MMEs or greater per day
 – Have COPD or obstructive sleep apnea (regardless of opioid dose)
 – Receive benzodiazepines (regardless of opioid dose)
 – Have SUD, reports excessive alcohol use, or a mental health d/o (regardless of opioid dose)

• Patients at high risk of opioid overdose, including persons:
 –  Using illicit opioids or misusing prescription opioids
 –  Using other illicit drugs that could be contaminated with opioids
 –  Receiving treatment for OUD
 – Having a history of opioid misuse and recently experiencing abstinence

How to Prescribe

Auto-injector Naloxone 0.4mg
Qty:   1 two-pack 
Sig:    Use per manufacturer’s instructions for                           
          suspected opioid OD.
Refill: PRN

Naloxone nasal spray 4mg
Qty:   1 two-pack 
Sig:    Use per manufacturer’s instructions for                           
          suspected opioid OD.
Refill: PRN

Insurance Information

In Tennessee, most health insurance plans will cover one form of naloxone, including TennCare, 
Medicare, & safety nets for the uninsured . If cost is a barrier a pharmacist can connect the patient 
with the TN Regional Overdose Prevention Specialist (ROPS) for free naloxone.

For more information visit Regional Overdose Prevention Specialists.

Synthetic opioids are now the prime driver in the increases in fatal overdoses.

Counsel patient & significant others to dial 911 as soon as naloxone has been administered.

2018 national data indicate less than 1% of these patients actually receive a naloxone prescription.

https://www.tn.gov/health/health-program-areas/pdo/pdo/data-dashboard.html
https://www.tn.gov/behavioral-health/substance-abuse-services/prevention/rops.html

